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PSYCHEDELIC ROCK 
POSTERS 

Displayed here are dozens of psychedelic rock posters that illuminate concerts 
put on by the famed San Francisco promoters Bill Graham and Chet Helms 
between 1966 and 1971 for landmark San Francisco venues like The Matrix, 
The Fillmore, and the Avalon Ballroom. 

These posters became iconic symbols of their time and reflect the music and 
ideas of San Francisco’s counterculture—a movement that spread 
coast-to-coast and beyond. Their design is a window into the transition from 
the cool Beat era to the unrestrained hippie generation. The acid colors, 
eye-bending lettering, and trippy vibrating images chart a pioneering moment 
in the history of music and graphic design. Artists often pushed these posters 
to the edge of legibility, and occasionally beyond it. The designs make us take a 
closer look by providing visuals that connected with the sounds of the age. 

Unless otherwise noted, all posters are collection of Cooper Hewitt, 
Smithsonian Design Museum. Gifts of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie J. Schreyer 
are denoted by a circle ˜. 

1. The Association, 1966, Wes Wilson
(American, 1937–2020), Offset lithograph
on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-25

2. Captain Beefheart & His Magic Band, 1966,
Wes Wilson (American, 1937–2020), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-26

3. Blues Project, 1967, Victor Moscoso
(Spanish, active USA, born 1936), ,̃
1979-34-39

4. Otis Rush & His Chicago Blues Band / Grateful
Dead / The Canned Heat Blues Band, 1967,
Wes Wilson (American, 1937–2020), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-28

5. One Night Only / Mr. B. B. King, 1967, John H.
Myers, Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-17 

6. Chambers Brothers, Neon Rose #12, 1967,
Victor Moscoso (Spanish, active USA, born
1936), Lithograph on wove paper, Gift of
Sara and Marc Benda, 2009-12-23

7. Chambers Brothers, 1967, Wes Wilson
(American, 1937–2020), Offset lithograph
on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-29

8. Jim Kweskin / Jug Band, 1967, Bonnie MacLean
(American, 1949–2020), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-9

9. From England / The Who, 1967, Bonnie
MacLean (American, 1949–2020), Offset
lithograph on paper, ,̃ 1979-34-10

10. Jefferson Airplane, 1967, Bonnie MacLean
(American, 1949–2020), Offset lithograph
on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-11

11. Bo Diddley / Lee Michaels, 1967, William S. Henry,
Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-35

12. The Byrds / Electric Flag / B. B. King, 1967,
Bonnie MacLean (American, 1949–2020),
Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-12

13. New Year’s Eve 1967–1968, 1967, Bonnie
MacLean (American, 1949–2020), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-13

14. Jim Hendrix Experience / John Mayall and the
Bluesbreakers / Albert King, 1968, Rick Griffin
(American, 1944–1991), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-8

15. Iron Butterfly, 1968, Dottie H. Simmons
(American, born 1951), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-33

16. The Chambers Brothers / Eric Burden, 1968,
Lee Conklin (American, born 1941), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-3

17. Chuck Berry / Steve Miller Band, 1968,
Lee Conklin (American, born 1941), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-4

18. Canned Heat, 1968, Lee Conklin (American, born
1941), Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-5

19. Jefferson Airplane, 1968, Lee Conklin
(American, born 1941), Offset lithograph
on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-6

20. New Year’s Eve 1968–1969, 1968, Lee Conklin
(American, born 1941), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-7

21. Spirit / Ten Years After / Country Weather, 1969,
Lee Conklin (American, born 1941), Offset
lithograph on paper, Gift of Mr. Leslie J. Schreyer,
1981-60-12

22. Blues Bash, 1968, Lee Conklin (American, born
1941), Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-2 
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23. The Doors, 1969, Randy Tuten (American, born
1946), Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-22 

24. Steve Miller Band, 1969, Randy Tuten
(American, born 1946), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-23

25. Jefferson Airplane / Grateful Dead / Sons of
Champlin, Bonnie MacLean (American,
1949–2020), Offset lithograph on white wove
paper, ,̃ 1979-34-14

26. The Incredible String Band, 1960–79,
Unidentified designer, Offset lithograph on white
wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-32

27. New Year’s Eve 1969–1970, 1969, Bonnie
MacLean (American, 1949–2020), Offset
lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-16

28. Voices of East Harlem / Delaney, Bonnie, &
Friends, 1970, Norman Orr (American, born 1949),
Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-18 

29. Cold Blood / Joy of Cooking, 1971, Randy Tuten
(American, born 1946), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-24

30. Albert King / Mott the Hoople / Freddie King,
1971, Willyum Rowe (American, born 1946),
Offset lithograph on white wove paper, ,̃
1979-34-19

31. Fillmore West Closing Week, 1971, David Singer
(American, born 1941), Offset lithograph on
white wove paper, ,̃ 1979-34-20




