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COOPER HEWITT TO PRESENT SPECIAL
EXHIBITION “PROVOCATIONS: THE
ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN OF HEATHERWICK
STUDIO”
ON VIEW JUNE 24–JAN. 3, 2016
MAY 13, 2015
This June, Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum will present “Provocations: The
Architecture and Design of Heatherwick Studio,” the first museum exhibition to introduce
the imaginative work of British designer Thomas Heatherwick and his London-based studio
to an American audience. Heatherwick is known for his unique design concepts ranging from
products, infrastructure and temporary structures, such as the U.K. Pavilion at the 2010
World Expo in Shanghai, to, most recently, large-scale architecture projects around the
world.
Organized by the Nasher Sculpture Center in Dallas, Cooper Hewitt is the only East Coast
venue in the national tour of the exhibition, which debuted in fall 2014 at the Nasher,
followed by a presentation at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles.
On view from June 24 to Jan. 3, 2016, in the Barbara and Morton Mandel Design Gallery,
“Provocations” is curated by the recently appointed Cooper Hewitt Deputy Director Brooke
Hodge and will focus on the design process of 43 of Heatherwick Studio’s projects through
the display of prototypes, presentation and sketch models, full-scale mockups, objects,
photographs and film and video footage.
“‘Provocations’ celebrates the inventive approach of the Heatherwick Studio and reveals the
design process and concepts behind the firm’s incredible products and buildings, from the
rotation-molded Spun chair—recently acquired into Cooper Hewitt’s permanent collection—
to large architectural projects like the Learning Hub in Singapore ,” said Caroline Baumann,
director of the museum. “Cooper Hewitt is committed to shaping how people think about
design and this exhibition will have visitors marveling at Heatherwick’s groundbreaking
work.”
Heatherwick Studio, established in 1994, is recognized for its highly inventive approach to
everyday design challenges, frequently combining novel engineering with new materials and
innovative technology to create unusual, often sculptural, building forms. The project that
first garnered Heatherwick international recognition was the Rolling Bridge near London’s
Paddington Station. Asked to design a bridge to span a small inlet through which boats pass,
Heatherwick acknowledged that most drawbridges are unattractive when raised. His
solution was to create a hydraulic bridge made of eight sections that rolls up into a circular
snail-like form. The bridge won the 2005 British Structural Steel Award and continues to
attract crowds.
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“It is a huge honour to be featured as part of the first year of programming at the newly
reopened Cooper Hewitt in New York,” said Heatherwick. “New York is in a fascinating phase
of rethinking itself and my studio is simultaneously fortunate to be working on two
significant projects in the city that we hope will contribute to this.”
Heatherwick, born in 1970, has received international acclaim in the design and architecture
community resulting in numerous accolades for his innovative work. Named an honorary
fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), Heatherwick has been awarded the
Prince Philip Designers Prize, was appointed a Royal Designer for Industry and received the
RIBA’s Lubetkin Prize, the London Design Medal and a CBE (Commander of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire) for his contribution to the design industry.
“I’ve followed Thomas Heatherwick’s work since 2003, and I believe he is one of the most
brilliant designers of our time,” said Hodge. “In fact, I share the opinion expressed by his
mentor, fellow British designer Sir Terence Conran, who has called him ‘the Leonardo da Vinci
of our times’ for his complex ideas and keen sense of construction. I am thrilled that Cooper
Hewitt has the opportunity to present Heatherwick’s ideas and designs to New York through
this unique exhibition.”
With an exhibition design by Heatherwick Studio, “Provocations” examines the astonishing
range of Heatherwick Studio’s practice by focusing on the design concepts behind projects
ranging in scale from small personal products to a number of current large public and private
architectural works. Among Heatherwick Studio’s latest high-visibility designs that will be on
view as part of Cooper Hewitt’s presentation are the Learning Hub at Singapore’s Nanyang
Technological University, the 2014 Bombay Sapphire Distillery in Laverstoke, England, the
2012 redesign of London’s double-decker buses, known as the New Routemaster, and the
cauldron for the London 2012 Olympic Games torch.
Thomas Heatherwick: Making (published by Thames & Hudson; distributed by the Monacelli
Press), an updated monograph on the work of Heatherwick Studio will be available for sale in
the SHOP Cooper Hewitt. A line of products inspired by the exhibition will also be available in
the SHOP Cooper Hewitt.
Visitor Experience
A digital table in the exhibition will allow up to six users to simultaneously explore highresolution images of exhibition objects and select items from the “object river” that flows
down the center of each table. Visitors can zoom in on object details and learn about its
history and related objects, which are organized by design theme and motif. Visitors can
also draw a shape that will bring up a related collection object or try their hand at drawing
simple three-dimensional forms.

ABOUT COOPER HEWITT, SMITHSONIAN DESIGN MUSEUM
Founded in 1897, Cooper Hewitt is the only museum in the United States devoted
exclusively to historic and contemporary design. On Dec. 12, 2014, Cooper Hewitt opened in
the renovated and restored Carnegie Mansion, which offers 60 percent more exhibition
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space to showcase one of the most diverse and comprehensive collections of design works
in existence. Currently on view are 10 inaugural exhibitions and installations featuring more
than 700 objects throughout four floors of the mansion, many of which draw from the
museum’s permanent collection of more than 210,000 objects that span 30 centuries. For
the first time in the museum’s history, the entire second floor is dedicated to showcasing
the permanent collection through a variety of exhibitions. Visitors can experience a full
range of new interactive capabilities, including the opportunity to explore the collection
digitally on ultra-high-definition touch-screen tables, draw their own designs in the
Immersion Room and solve real-world design problems in the Process Lab.
Cooper Hewitt is located at 2 East 91st Street at Fifth Avenue in New York City. Hours are
Sunday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. The new Tarallucci e
Vino café is open daily at 8 a.m. The Arthur Ross Terrace & Garden, currently under
renovation, opens in summer 2015 and will be accessible without an admissions ticket
through the new East 90th Street entrance. Public transit routes include the Lexington
Avenue 4, 5 and 6 subways (86th or 96th Street stations) and the Fifth and Madison Avenue
buses. Adult admission, $18; seniors, $12; students, $9. Cooper Hewitt members and
children younger than age 18 are admitted free. Pay What You Wish every Saturday, 6 to 9
p.m. The museum is fully accessible.
For further information, call (212) 849-8400, visit Cooper Hewitt’s website at
www.cooperhewitt.org and follow the museum on www.twitter.com/cooperhewitt,
www.facebook.com/cooperhewitt and www.instagram.com/cooperhewitt.
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